When preparing to fulfil his promise, the article, of which this is the commencement, appeared in one of the most esteemed literary journals of Leipzig, and superseded the necessity of proceeding in his undertaking.
It is said to be written by the celebrated Kurt Sprengel, Professor at Halle, and author of the History of Medicine, and of the Critical Review of the State of Medicine during the last ten years of the 19th century, of which this is properly a continuation. As Professor Sprengel does not confine himself to the progress of medicine in Germany, many additions and corrections might be made in regard to the medical literature of other countries, especially our own, with which there was almost no correspondence during the period of his history ; but we have preferred leaving the article unaltered, for many reasons, and shall attempt, on a future occasion, to compose such a view of the recent literature of Great Britain, connected with our profession, as may more effectually correct the errors, and supply the defects unavoidably existing in the production of the learned German. 
